
Overview
With increased bandwidths in mobile networks and 
rich features of mobile phones, journalists can produce 
content on-site and directly publish to the newsdesk. 
Farcast Reporter supports that work�ow by enabling the 
creation of news text, images, audio and video �les via 
mobile handsets. The complete location-tagged story 
material is sent by pushing a single button. The content 
is available at the newsdesk within seconds, including a 
visual representation of the geographical location of the 
site. The �les can then be further edited or released as 
part of the standard news production work�ow.

Architecture
Farcast Reporter consists of a client application for 
mobile phones and back-end functionality hosted by 
the Farcast platform. In order to optimize the mobile 
work�ow, the phone is linked to a wireless keyboard and 
a GPS receiver via Bluetooth. The application enables 
blogging of location-tagged multimedia content from 
a mobile terminal. Content can consist of text, images, 
audio and video. The underlying Farcast platform adapts, 
transcodes, manages and distributes the content based 
on de�ned rules. The content is published on a secured 
website at the newsdesk for editing or direct publishing 
in regular content feeds. In addition to centralized  
publishing through a newsdesk, Farcast platform also 
allows several variations. Reported content can also 
be published to an RSS feed, E-mail, instant messaging  
applications or directly to mobile devices of subscribers.

ANP reference case
During a pilot of the Farcast Reporter application at the 
Dutch national news agency ANP, 15 journalists have 
been equipped with mobile handsets to report location-

tagged news. The pilot coincided with the introduction 
of a new, multimedia, way of working at ANP resulting 
in 3-5 posts per week used in ANP content feeds and up 
to 4 hours faster publishing than via traditional content 
channels.

Target audience
Farcast Reporter is an attractive publishing solution for 
professional journalists, as well as for selected groups 
of readers. It can be used to process user-generated 
content in a convenient and �exible way for content  
managers.
Target groups include:
 	�	 Newspapers
	 �	 Magazines
	 �	 Web portals

Bene�ts for customers
	 �	 Increased production speed of multimedia news
	 �	 Enables and supports Citizen Journalism
	 �	 Easy to use mobile application � Fast learning curve
	 �	� Customization of look-and-feel for mobile application 

and website
	 �	� Flexible platform technology for fast adaptation of 

functionality (e.g. transcoding)
	 �	 Proven technology � Hosted Solution

MINDS International
Farcast Reporter is presented by MINDS International, 
a network of leading national news agencies  
concentrating on mobile and digital business solutions. 
MINDS aims to present innovative information services, 
de�ne technical standards and to simplify business  
processes.
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